Stomach content analyses were performed on dwarf specimens of Asplanchna sieboldi collected on different dates in a shallow floodplain lake of the Orinoco River system. The results showed that the dwarf forms of A. sieboldi were highly selective on small Brachionids (Brachionus caudalus and Keratella americana). This observation confirmed on the carnivore status of these forms of the species. Considering the aleatory character of prey capture in rotifers, the high selectivity observed in A. sieboldi may be controlled by the abundance of the favoured small-sized prey. Under the conditions of the study, Asplanchna may be considered a stenophagous predator. The prédation pattern exhibited by the dwarf A. sieboldi under our tropical conditions was similar to the pattern exhibited by larger species of Asplanchna in temperate regions. In both regions, size and abundance of prey seem to control the food preferences of this planktonic predator. 
Introduction
In a previous study, we analyzed the morphological variations of Keratella americana f. hispida from a floodplain lake of the Orinoco River as a possible consequence of prédation by Asplanchna sieboldi (Vasquez et al. 1991) . Our results showed, however, that the observed polymorphism seemed to be independent of the presence and abundance of A, sieboldi even though prédation was excerted.
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Measurements on specimens of A. sieboldi from the lake revealed their unusually small sizes (mean size : 249.9 ^m).
The feeding behavior of Asplanchna was reviewed by Gilbert in 1980 and by Salt in 1987. Prey capture in this predator is reported to be aleatory and it depends on the probabilities of encounter between the predator and the prey (Pourriot 1965 ).
Considering our limited knowledge of invertebrate prédation in the tropics (Fernando et al. 1990) 
Results and discussion

Area of study and methods
A description of Lake Rio Claro is given in Vas quez (1989) . This permanent floodplain lake is loca ted on the lower reach of the Orinoco River. It is inundated once per year by river water. In a 24 month observation period, the highest measured water depth of the lake was 2,4 m (July) and the lowest depth was 0.1 m (April). Mean monthly water temperature was 30.2°C (range : 25.5-35°C).
Rotifer assemblages from this and other floodplain lakes of the Orinoco were studied by Vasquez ( 1984) .
For the present work we examined one zooplank- 66,1 % showed identifiable prey. 39,9 % of the stomacks were either empty (all stomachs in S6 were observed empty) or showed unidentifiable matter.
In the first case, all stomachs showed animal preys (Table 1 ). This observation led us to conclude on the carnivore status of the species. In his study of sympatric A. girodi and A. priodonta. Salt (1989) found that algae were important food items for both (Table I) . These results Given its low percentage of occurrence, this species could be regarded as an accesory prey.
Plankton analysis revealed the presence of some 30 rotifer species out of which eight species showed percentages of abundances ^ 10 % (Table II) (Table III) suggesting that the selectivity of Except for SI, the abundance of B. caudatus and/or K. americana outweighted the abundance of the pre dator (Table III) (Table 111 ). The index of the pre dator mean size/prey mean size was approximately 3 for the two favored prey. In the temperate popu lation of A. girodi studied by Garreau et al. (1988) the size of the most favored items of the predator (size range : 600-800 ^) had a mean size lower than 320 ^m. If we take both extremes of the predator size, the index predator size/mean prey size would range from 1.9 to 2.5. For both dwarf tropical and temperate populations the index would then range from 1.9 to 3. Considering the relative mean size of both predator and prey, our observationns confirm the conclusions of Garreau et al. (1988) concerning the fact that Asplanchna will generally select prey of smaller size than the maximum size of the items the predator is capable of ingesting. In other words, larger predators will be able to est larger prey items 
Conclusions
Studies to assess the role of prédation in aquatic food web components of the Orinoco River floodplain system are very scarce (Twombly & Lewis 1989) . In this system, intrazooplankton prédation deserves attention on a long-term basis considering that a fraction of cyanobacterial primary produc tion may be utilized by prey items of Asplanchna.
To this species we may add other predators of roti fers through whom blue-green algae productivity may also be channelled to higher levels. In L. Rio 
